WIOSE Comnmn

February 16, 2026
Affidavit of Publication

To Whom It May Concern:
| am a duly authorized representative of MCA Russell Johns Associates LLC, the company handling the
advertising matters for USA Today a daily newspaper distributed within the United States.

A public notice ad was placed by Axia Cooperative (RFP 2026086) and was published in said newspaper
within the marketplace section of the National USA Today Marketplace on February 16, 2026.
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Anthony. Pagini
e

/) )
On this _/ (Q# day of @UQA;? , | attest that the attached document is a true, exact, complete, and
unaltered tearsheet.

(éﬁmMﬂu/ﬁf

S i, ELISABETH KIDWELL
f '?; Notary Public - State of f lorida
:.‘:‘?}Df > o‘? Commission # HH 517131

............... = My Comm, Expires Apr 17, 2028
. Boded through National Notary Assn.

Russelt Johns Associates 17110 Gunn Hwy, Odessa Florida 33556
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Dale Earnhardt’s legacy stretched beyond NASCAR'’s tracks

Mitchell Northam
USA TODAY

1t's difficult to encapsulate the full
scope of Dale Earnhardt’s legacy in
stock car racing. In life, he transcended
the sport, steering its popularity to new
heights. In death, he transformed it.

Nearly 25 years ago — on Feb. 18, 2001
— Earnhardt, the seven-time Winston
Cup champion, died after crashing on
the final lap of the Daytona 500.

Fans today are still mourning the loss
of the man they called the “Intimidator.”
Go to any NASCAR track and you'll still
see countless shirts, jackets, flags and
hats sporting his iconic No. 3.

Besides winning a whole lot of races,
Earnhardt elevated NASCAR and
brought in a new wave of fans with vi-
sionary merchandising and marketing
strategies. The driver that some folks
called “the Man in Black” or “One Tough
Customer” was on Wheaties boxes, the
covers of Sports Illustrated and TV
Guide, and on Coca-Cola vending ma-
chines. He was in commercials for Mc-
Donald’s and Burger King. He went on
David Letterman’s show and made cam-
eos in Hollywood movies. The ninth-
grade dropout-turned-racing legend
flipped his fame and success on the
track into a business. In1996, he sold his
merchandising company Sports Image
to Action Performance for a reported
$30 million.

In the way Michael Jordan is to the
NBA, Earnhardt was synenymous with
NASCAR. Some fans adored him, some
hated him — but everyone knew the
mustached man wearing aviators from
Kannapolis, North Carolina, was one of
the best drivers to get behind the wheel.

“His character was bigger than life,”
NASCAR vice chairman Mike Helton
once said of Earnhardt jn an ESPN doc-
umentary. “It's like trying to explain
John Wayne or Neil Armstrong.”

While Earnhardt impacted the sport
ina tremendous way while he was dom-
inating tracks of all kinds from 1979 to

Dale Earnhardt won the season
championship in NASCAR’s top series a
record-tying seven times: 1980, 1986,
1987, 1990, 1991, 1993 and 1994,
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2001, his death changed it in a monu-
mental way for the better.

Earnhardt always knew the risks as-
sociated with racing. One of the quali-
ties that made him great was that he
never feared them. Above all else, he
wanted to win. Of the dangers of stock
car racing, Earnhardt said in 1980, “T
ain't never wanted to do anything else.”

Last-lap crash

By the time the green flag waved at
the 2001 Daytona 500, Earnhardt -
while driving the No. 3 car for Richard
Childress Racing — had started his own
Cup Series team: Dale Earnbardt Inc.
Among his drivers were his son — Dale
Earnhardt Jr. in the No. 8 Budweiser car
—and his friend Michael Waltrip driving
the No. 15 NAPA Auto Parts machine.

‘When the race was nearing its finish,
they were running in the top three at the
top of the pack: Waltrip in first, Junior in
second, and Senior in third. It seemed
obvious that Earnhardt was trying to
ensure a victory for one of his DEI driv-
ers and went into defense mode, at-
tempting to block others drivers from
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catching up to Waltrip and Junior.

On turn four of the final lap, as Junior
pushed Waltrip toward the finish line,
Earnhardt received some contact, lost
control of his No. 3 car and slammed
head-on into the concrete wall.

Folks watching at home could feel the
‘mood change from the broadcast booth,
where former champion Darrell Waltrip
quickly went from celebrating his
brother in one moment to worrying
about Earnhardt in the next: “I just hope
Dale’s OK. I guess he’s alright, isn't he?”

Less than three hours after the race
ended, Helton returned to the press
room at Daytona International Speed-
‘way to deliver the somber and shocking
news: “We've lost Dale Earnhardt.”

Earnhardt died about two months
shy of his 50th birthday. The cause of
death was determined as a basilar skull
fracture, suffered during his head-on
collision with the wall at Daytona. Earn-
hardt was at least the ninth NASCAR
driver to die of this injury since 1990.

He is also the last.

Safety changes in NASCAR

His death was the catalyst for multi-
ple safety reforms in NASCAR.

“One of the greatest drivers to ever sit
in a race car is gone. When a star dis-
appears, then people pay attention,”
Kyle Petty, whose son Adam died of a
basilar skull fracture in a crash at New
Hampshire in 2000, told ESPN.

By October 2001, NASCAR began
mandating the use of the HANS (head
and neck support) device, a restraint
designed to keep the head and shoul-
ders of a driver in place on a frontal im-
pact. It sits on top of a driver’s shoulders
and attaches to the helmet. This device,
and others like it, were available to driv-
ers before Eamnhardt’s death but not
mandated by NASCAR.

Besides requiring drivers to use the
HANS device, NASCAR in 2003 imple-
mented the SAFER (steel and foam en-
ergy reduction) barrier at its tracks.

Added to the walls around speedways,
these barriers reduce G-forces by 30 to
80%, soaking up the impact of crashes
and reducing injuries to drivers.

NASCAR also made design improve-
ments in seats, belts, helmets and cock-
pits and began collecting crash data to
continue to make innovations in safety.

Since Earnhardt’s tragic and fatal
crash at Daytona, no driver in any of
NASCAR’s top three touring circuits has
been killed in competition.

Career highlights

The son of the dominant short-track
tacer Ralph, Dale Earnhardt ran his first
full season in NASCAR’s Winston Cup
Series in 1979. Driving the No. 2 blue-
and-yellow Chevrolet Monte Carlo for
Rod Osterlund Racing, Earnhardt got his
first win at Bristol and notched 10 other
top-five finishes in1979, winning Rookie
of the Year honors. The next season he
won five races and captured his first
championship.

In 1984, Earnhardt began driving the
No. 3 - first with the blue-and-yellow
paint scheme with a Wrangler sponsor-
ship before switching to the signature
black-and-red GM Goodwrench look in
1988 and would win six more champion-
ships: 1986, 1987, 1990, 1991, 1993 and
1994. He is tied with Richard Petty and
Jimmie Johnson for the most Cup Series
championships in NASCAR histary.

Earnhardt took victories in all of
NASCAR’s majors, winning the South-
ern 500 at Darlington and the World 600
at Charlotte three times each, taking the
checkered flag at the Brickyard 400 at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway in 1995
and winning the Daytona 500 in1998.

He’s eighth all-time in Cup Series
victories with 76. Earnhardt is the all-
time Cup Series wins leader at Talladega
with 10 and Atlanta with nine.

He was named one of NASCAR’s 50
greatest drivers in 1998 and was induct-
ed into the NASCAR Hall of Fame in its
inaugural class in 2010.

To view more Classified listings,
vislt: classifieds.usatoday.com
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The City of Mesa, AZ is accepting proposals from qualified
firms to provide Electrical & Data Communications Products,
Solutions & Services (RFP 2026086). To be considered,
Offerors must submit a praposal to the City of Mesa in

with the ion available
at: https://vendor.mesaaz.gov/.

PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 03/12/2026 prior to 3:00 p.m. MST
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USA TODAY CO.
¥ LocaliQ

PO Box 631202 Cincinnati, OH 45263-1202

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Axia Cooperative
348 Julianna CIR
Franklin TN 37064-5745

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The New Jersey Herald, a newspaper printed, published and of
general circulation in the County-of Sussex, State of New Jersey,
and personal knowledge of the facts herein state and that the
notice hereto annexed was Published in said newspapers in the
issues dated on:

02/17/2026

and that the fees charged are legal.
Sworn to and subscribed before on 02/17/2026

()l

) pdo) /'Mn,éu

Notary, Stéte of W IVCBunty 0

Y /} /OUA

My commission expires

Publication Cost: $13.70

Tax Amount: $0.00
Payment Cost: $13.70
Order No: 12083517 # of Copies:
Customer No: 1455335 0
PO #: LNYS0459092
THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE!

Please do not use this form for payment remittance.

NICOLE JACOBS
Notary Public
State of Wisconsin

l[v,.w'.w,ammmm 4
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Public RFP Notice
The City of Mesa, AZ is accepting
proposals from qualified firms to
provide Electrical & Data Commu-
nications Products, Solutions &
Services (RFP 2026086). To be
considered, Offerors must submit
a proposal to the City of Mesa in
accordance with the solicitation
documentation available at: https://
vendor.mesaaz.gov/.
PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 03/12/2026
prior to 3:00 p.m. MST
February 17 2026
LNYS0459092
$6.20



Albany Times Union

News Plaza
Box 15000
Albany, New York 12212
Axia Cooperative Account Number: 600136390
Order Number: IPLATU0125352

348 Julianna Circle
Franklin TN 37064
STATE OF NEW YORK)
:SS.:
COUNTY OF ERIE)

The undersigned, being duly sworn, says that he/she is a Authorized Custodian of Records of THE TIMES
UNION, a daily newspaper printed in the county of Albany, Town of Colonie, and Published in the County of
Albany, Town of Colonie and the City of Albany, aforesaid and that notice of which a printed copy is annexed has
been regularly published in the said ALBANY TIMES UNION on the following dates:

02/14/2026
George Hearst. Publisher

By: W Mm

Nora Hewson

Authorized Designee of George Hearst, Publisher of the Times Union

~—

is__16th day of February 20 26

Subscribed and s¥orn to before me,

)‘{otary Public Signature o

Tyshawn Harrison

Notary Public - State of New York
No. 01HAQ0005298

Qualified in Erie County
Commission Expires 04/07/2027

IPLATU0125352



The City of Mesa, AZ is accepting proposals from qualified
firms to provide Electrical & Data Communications Prod-
ucts, Solutions & Services (RFP 2026086). To be consid-
ered, Offerors must submit a proposal to the City of Mesa in
accordance with the solicitation documentation available at:
https://ivendor.mesaaz.gov.

PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 03/12/2026 prior to 3:00 p.m. MST

IPLATU0125352



STATE OF WASHINGTON -- KING COUNTY

--88S.

446555 s,
AXIA COOPERATIVE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12™ day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a

BCSB:ELECTRICAL & DATA

was published on

02/12/26

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of/$70.40.

NOTARY PUBLIC |

STATE OF WASHIZETON |

JENNIFER A, BAZNE }

MY COMRISSION EXPIRES
OCTOBER 24, 2027

COMMISSION NO. %TE:L ,

o/before me on

ubscribed and sw

02/12/2026

L

Notary public for the/State

Zf( Washinéton,
residing in Seattl

Affidavit of Publication



State of Washington, King County

City of Mesa, AZ
Electrical & Data
Communications

Products, Solutions

& Services
Proposals Due: March 12

The City of Mesa, AZ is accept-
ing proposals from qualified
firms to provide Electrical &
Data Communications Products,
Solutions — & Services (RFP
2026086). To be considered,
Offerors must submit a proposal
to the City of Mesa in accordance
with the solicitation documenta-
tion available at: https://vendor.
mesaaz.gov/.

PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 03/
12/2026 prior to 3:00 p.m. MST

Date of publication in
the Seattle Daily Journal of
Commerce, February 12, 2026.

2/12(446555)




Daily Journal of Commerce

1618 SW First Ave., Suite 400

Portland, OR, 97201

Phone: 503-226-1311 Fax: 503-222-5358

» OREGON

To: Axia Cooperative - Patti Heckman
348 Julianna Cir
Franklin, TN, 37064

Re: Legal Notice 4135756, ELECTRICAL & DATA COMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS, SOLUTIONS & SERVICES
State of OR }
} SS:
County of Multnomah }

I, Michelle A. Ropp, being duly sworn, depose and say that | am the Principal Clerk of the Daily Journal of Commerce, a
newspaper of general circulation in the counties of CLACKAMAS, MULTNOMAH, and WASHINGTON as defined by ORS
193.010 and 193.020, published in Portland in the aforesaid County and State; that | know from my personal knowledge that
the notice described as:

ELECTRICAL & DATA COMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS, SOLUTIONS & SERVICES

CITY OF MESA

a printed copy of which is hereto annexed, was published in the entire issue of said newspaper 1 time(s) in the following

issues:
02/13/2026.
SEE EXHIBIT A

State of Oregon
County of Multnomah

SIGNED OR ATTESTED BEFORE ME ON 17t day of February 2026

By:

Miche . Ropp

NI COMMISSION NO, 1044188

"'i; f 4; i ;‘f'“\ OFFICIAL STAMP
A1, t i ! 5% NICHOLAS BJORK
By: 11 ‘ “,«i i 11 s NOTARY PUBLIC - QREGON
3 el o §
\ ‘ MY COMMIZSION EXPURES JANUARY 10, 2026

Nicholas Bjork
Notary Public, State of OR
No. 1044188
My commission expires on January 10, 2028

DPana 1l af2



EXHIBIT A

CITY OF MESA
ELECTRICAL & DATA
COMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS,
SOLUTIONS & SERVICES
Proposals Due 3:00 pm,
March 12, 2026
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
The City of Mesa, AZ is accepting
proposals from qualified firms fo pro-
vide Electrical & Data Communica-
tions Products, Solutions & Services
{RFP 2026086), To be considered,
Offerors must submit a proposal to
the City of Mesa in accordance with
the solicitation documentation avail-
able at; https://vendor.mesaaz.gov’,
PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 03/12/2026
prior to 3:00 p.m. MST
Published Feb, 13, 2026, 4135756

Dona 7 nFD



PO BOX 271693 -

SALT LAKE CITY UTAH 84127 =y D N

FED. TAX LD# 87-0128317 == eSSl et Clv
801-204-6910 s

PROOF OF PUBLICATION CUSTOMER’S COPY

{CUSTOMER NAME AND ADDRESS =1 FEGUES IRTRyraiRs
Axia Cooperative The City of Mesa, AZ is accepting
Ken Heckman proposals from qualified firms to pro-
. 5 vide Electrical & Data Communica-
348 Ju:ilanna Circle Hions Products, Solutions & Services
Frankhn, TN 37064 {RFP 20260884). To be considered,
Offerors must submit a proposal to
{ACCOUNT NUMBER 1 the City of Mesa in accordance with
59624 the solicitation documentation avail-
able zi: hitps:/fvendor.mesaaz.gov/.
[ACCOUNT NAME | PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 03/12/2026
- N prior to 3:00 p.m. MST
Axia Cooperative DN0031030
| TELEPHONE ]

615-289-8561

[ORDER # |
DN0031030

[CUSTOMER REFERENCENUMBER |

RFP 2026086

[caPTION J |

REQUEST FOR PROPGSALS The City of Mesa, AZ is accepting
proposals from guafified firms to provide Electrical & Data Com-
munications Products, Solutions & Services {RFP 2026086).

[ToTAL COST |
$24.05

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

AS THE DESERET NEWS, INC. 1EGAL BOOKER, 1 U(ERTIFY THAT THE ATTACHED ADVERTISEMENT OF
LEGAL NOTICE FOR AXIA COOPERATIVE WAS PUBLISHED BY DESERET NEWS, INC., BITWEEKLY NEWSPAPER PRINTED IN THE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE WITH GENERAL CIRCULATION IN UTAH, AND PUBLISHED IN SALT LAKE CITY, SALT LAKE COUNTY IN THE
STATE OF UTAH. NOTICE IS ALSO POSTED ON UTAHLEGALS.COM AND REMAINS ON UTAHLEGALS.COM INDEFINITELY. COMPLIES
WiTH UTAH DIGITAL SIGNATURE ACT UTAH CODE 46-2-101; 46-3-104.

PUBLISHED ON 02/13/2026

DATE 02/13/2026 SIGNATURE 7 il o “Z K

STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF Sait Lake

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME ON THIS 13th DAY OF FEBRUARY IN THE YEAR 2026

BY KARYN VIGIL
sy, LENEATAPUSOA
EESS5 NI\ NOTARY PUBLIC-STATE OF UTAH

20 Jjsi COMMISSION# 737955
NOTARY PUBLIC SIGNATURE




USA TODAY CO.

5 PO Box 631437 Cincinnati, OH 45263-1437
LocaliQ

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Axia Cooperative
348 Julianna CIR
Franklin TN 37064-5745

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The Desert Sun, a newspaper published in the city of Palm
Springs, Riverside County, State of California, and personal
knowledge of the facts herein state and that the notice hereto
annexed was Published in said newspapers in the issue:

PDS desertsun.com 02/16/2026
PDS Palm Springs Desert Sun 02/16/2026, 02/23/2026

and that the fees charged are legal.
Sworn to and subscribed before on 02/23/2026

(b

Notary, State of WI, Coﬁn y of\Brown Q

1414

My commission expires

Publication Cost: $80.94

Tax Amount: $6.00

Payment Cost: $80.94

Order No: 12083483 # of Copies:
Customer No: 1455335 0

PO #: LYRK0459074

THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE!

Please do not use this form for payment remittance.

VICKY FELTY
Notary Public

State of Wisconsin

Public RFP Notice
The City of Mesa, AZ is
accepting proposals from
qualified firms to provide
Electrical & Data Communi-
cations Products, Solutions
& Services (RFP 2026086).
To be considered, Offerors
must submit a proposal to
the City of Mesa in accor-
dance with the solicitation
documentation available
at: https://vendor.mesaaz.
gov/.
PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
03/12/2026 prior to 3:00
p.m. MST
February 16, 23 2026
LYRK0459074

Page 1 of 2




USA TODAY CO.

) o PO Box 632099, Cincinnati, OH 45263-2099
#| ocaliQ

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Axia Cooperative
348 Julianna CIR
Franklin TN 37064-5745

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The Arizona Business Gazette, a newspaper published in the city
of Phoenix and general circulation in the counties of Maricopa,
Coconino and Pinal, State of Arizona, and personal knowledge of
the facts herein state and that the notice hereto annexed was
Published in said newspapers in the issue:

PNI azcentral.com 02/19/2026
PNI Business Gazette 02/19/2026

and that the fees charged are legal.
Sworn to and subscribed before on 02/19/2026

ey

=i ey

Notary, Stateof WI, Countyl of Brown U

14

My commission expires

Publication Cost: $14.52

Tax Amount: $0.00

Payment Cost: $14.52

Order No: 12083501 BofGopiss:
Customer No: 1455335 0

PO #: LAZS0459085

THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE!

Pleasedo not use this form for payment remittance.

VICKY FELTY
Notary Public

State of Wisconsin

Page 1 of 2



Public RFP Notice

The City of Mesa, AZ is accepting
proposals from qualified firms to
provide Electrical & Data Communica-
tions Products, Solutions & Services
(RFP 2026086). To be considered,
Offerors must submit a proposal to the
City of Mesa in accordance with the
solicitation documentation available
at: https://vendor.mesaaz.gov/.
PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 03/12/2026
prior to 3:00 p.m. MST

February 19 2026

LAZS0459085



